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Dear Bride and Groom, 

 

Greetings and Congratulations! 

 

I am so pleased that you are planning to have your wedding at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Easton. It is an honor for me to be a part of this very special time in your 

life. If you are not members of Immanuel, I pray that your wedding will be the 

beginning of a relationship in which I will be your pastor and Immanuel will 

become your church. 

 

This handbook has been prepared so as to help you to understand and prepare for 

your Christian wedding service. I hope it is a help for you. 

 

If you have any questions or if I can help you in any way, please feel free to call. 

 

In His service, 
 

Pastor Kris Madsen 
 
 

 

 

 

Written by Rev. Paul Demant 
Edited by Rev. Kristopher Madsen 
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HOW TO USE THIS HANDBOOK 

 
 

The purpose of this handbook is to help you deal, from a Christian perspective, with the many 

issues of your wedding service.  Read this before any final decisions are made and while there is 

enough time to consider and reflect.  This handbook is divided into the following headings: 
 

A) A Christian Perspective on Marriage --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3 

B) A Christian Perspective on Your Wedding Service ---------------------------------------------------------- 3 

C) Call Your Pastor --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

D) Choosing a Church ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 

E) Choosing a Pastor -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

F) Choosing a Reception Hall --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

G) Choosing a Wedding Hostess ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 6 

H) Choosing a Reception Hostess ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 6 

I) Choosing an Organist/Pianist ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 6 

J) Choosing a Florist ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 6 

K) Choosing a Photographer ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 7 

L) Choosing a Caterer ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 8 

M) The Wedding Service --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 8 

1. Outdoor Weddings ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9 

2. Music -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9 

3. Cameras and Videos ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 10 

4. Flowers --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 10 

5. Other Pastors and Officiates --------------------------------------------------------------------- 10 

6. Holy Communion ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

7. The Unity Candle ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

8. Candles --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

9. The Vows ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

10. The Prayers ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

11. Scripture Readings -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

12. The Sermon ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 

13. Your Attire ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 13 

14. Your Attendants ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 14 

15. Children in the Service --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

16. The Introduction ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

N) Time, Date, and Day -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

O) The Confidential Wedding License --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 15 

P) Videography ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 16 

Q) Counseling -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 16 

R) Ceremony Related Costs --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 17 

S) Planning Check-Off List ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 18 

T) Worksheet for Your Meeting With the Wedding Hostess ------------------------------------------------ 23 

U) Worksheet for Your First Meeting With the Pastor -------------------------------------------------------- 27 

V) Time Table -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 28 

W) Wedding Budget Worksheet ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 29 

X) Who Pays for What? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 31 
 

Read the entire handbook.  Reflect on the issues and opinions given.  Make decisions that are appropriate for you.  

Fill out the worksheet. Call the church office and make an appointment for the bride and groom to have the first 

session with the pastor. 
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A) A Christian Perspective on Marriage 
 

In the beginning, God created all that is creation.  He created the stars and the planets, the earth 

and all that lives on it.  He also created you and your fiancée.  He created everything in His 

divine wisdom and love. 
 

As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church, we believe and confess that the 

marriage of male and female is an institution created and blessed by God. God instituted 

marriage for two reasons: companionship (Gen. 2:18) and procreation (Gen. 1:28).  From 

marriage, God forms families to serve as the building blocks of all human civilization and 

community.  

 

Because of sin, a third reason for marriage emerges and that is to curb the sexual desires of the 

flesh (1 Corinthians 7:1-5).  We teach and practice that sexual activity belongs exclusively 

within the biblical boundaries of a faithful marriage between one man and one woman.  

 

A Christian marriage is a marriage that follows God's guidance in all matters. God's 

guidance is recognized as wise and loving. 

 

When God created marriage, he left a place in it for himself.  If a couple does not ask Him into 

their relationship, the hole where God belongs remains, leaving the relationship with a hollow 

feeling, a feeling that something is missing. 

 

Many couples try to fill that God-shaped hole with a multitude of things: sports; careers; alcohol; 

power; sex; children; and, etc., but nothing fits the God spot quite right and so there is always 

this feeling that something is not quite right with the marriage, something is missing. 

 

A Christian marriage is a relationship that is whole. Nothing is missing. God is in His place. 

 

The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 4:9-12: 

 

Two are better off than one, because together they can work more effectively.  If one of 

them falls down, the other can help him up. But if someone is alone and falls, it's just too 

bad, because there is no one to help.  If it is cold, two can sleep together and stay warm, 

but how can you keep warm by yourself?  Two people can resist an attack that would 

defeat one alone.  A rope made of three cords is hard to break. 

 

God is the third cord in the rope that is your relationship. God is the unseen partner in a marriage 

that holds it together and makes it strong. My prayer for you is that your marriage will be one 

that follows God's wise and loving course. 

 

B) A Christian Perspective On Your Wedding Service 

 
A Christian wedding service is a service of worship where, unlike a non-Christian service, the 

presence of Christ is proclaimed and His centrality in the service and the marriage is honored.  It 

is God who created marriage. God who ordained marriage. It is God who strengthens and 

sustains marriage.  Jesus is therefore the central figure in the Christian wedding service. 
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Because the Christian wedding service is centered around Christ, and your vows to Him and 

before Him, anything that detracts from this is not appropriate.  Therefore, extended personal 

messages by guests and family, flash photography, obtrusive videotaping, secular music, secular 

readings, crowns, weapons, sexually suggestive clothing, political messages, photographing by 

the congregation, and videotapes of the lives of the bride and groom, have no place during a 

Christian wedding service (at the reception if you like, but not during the service). 

 

Note: Insobriety at the time of the wedding ceremony will result in the postponement of the 

wedding ceremony. 

 

C) Call Your Pastor! 

 
Before you make any decisions regarding a date and time, call me!  You will want to get on my 

calendar as soon as possible, before other commitments fill your date. I may need to make 

vacation plan adjustments or reschedule appointments; the sooner that you call me the better.  

 

I can also be a great resource in dealing with the perfunctory business of the wedding. 

 

There are mandatory counseling sessions and a great deal of plans to make so that a minimum 

of three months is necessary between the initial call to me and the wedding date. 

 

D) Choosing a Church 

 
It is customary for the wedding to occur at the bride’s church; however the most appropriate 

church to have your wedding at is the church you are currently active in.  There are, however, 

other considerations that can play a big part in your choosing of a church such as cost, size of the 

facilities, location, etc.  

 

Immanuel's sanctuary is located on the corner of Lincoln Ave. and Elm Ave. (Hwy. 41) about 

four miles south of Fresno.  Her sanctuary will hold up to 350 people. (every pew packed 

including choir loft) 

 

Immanuel's policy for the use of her sanctuary includes the use of her pastor.  There is never a 

charge for the use of the buildings or for the pastor, but it is a package deal.
1
 One cannot "rent" 

the building as if it were a town hall or social club. When you get married at Immanuel, you 

are saying that I am your pastor, and that Immanuel is your church.  

 

The exception to this rule is that the pastors of Easton’s New Life Community, St. Jude Roman 

Catholic, Easton Presbyterian, as well as all NALC pastors are invited to use our facilities as if it 

is their own. 

 

Other issues to be considered that may affect your decision are our restrictions on music, 

photography, and videos.  Please refer to those sections in this booklet. 

 

 
                                                           
1
 While there is no charge for the facilities or the pastor, charges do apply for the services of other staff members 

(see fee schedule on pages 17 and 18). 
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E) Choosing a Pastor 

 
The pastors of the Fresno area have an agreement that we will all require counseling before we 

will marry a couple.  This was accomplished for two reasons: 

 

First, premarital pastoral counseling helps couples deal with relationship and spiritual 

issues that are so necessary for a full marriage. Though many couples feel no pressing 

need for counseling, the need is real and premarital counseling has been proven to be an 

effective tool. 

 

Second, unchurched couples were calling from church to church in order to find pastors 

that did not require counseling, now almost all of us require counseling. We do this 

because we want to be part of the solution not part of the problem, vis-à-vis divorce in 

America. We do it also because we are pastors, not "hired guns". We perform weddings 

out of love for the couple, not for monetary gain. 

 

At Immanuel, there is no charge for the pastor. It is my calling to be your pastor and part of that 

calling is to perform the wedding services of those in the community of Easton who wish to be 

married at Immanuel and through this, begin their relationship with us.   

 

To have your wedding here is to have a pastor and a church, not to hire one.  

 

F) Choosing a Reception Hall 
 

If you have your wedding at Immanuel, you may use the social hall or the grounds for the 

reception. It is very convenient and there is no charge for the use of the facility so many choose 

to do so. However, there are some restrictions about which you should know before you make 

this decision: 
 

1 It will only seat about 200 people comfortably; 250 are possible, but crowded; 

2 Smoking is not allowed in the building. 

3 Alcohol is not allowed on the property, period. 

4 Our sound system is not adequate for a dance. You will need to provide a sound 

system for dance music. 

5 The bride and the groom are fully responsible for any damage or costs incurred 

because of their wedding. 

6 The bride and the groom are responsible to see that the social hall is cleaned up 

entirely and put back the way it was found after its use. (There are people that can 

be hired to do this for you.) 
 

Immanuel has a fully equipped kitchen for those who wish to cater their own reception.  

Professional caterers are also welcome to use the kitchen. 
 

It is also our policy at Immanuel that when the social hall is being used for a wedding reception, 

a member be present in order to monitor the use, clean up, and lock up of the building. We call 

this person the "Social Hall Chaperone". If you have a friend or relative who is a member here, 

you can ask them to fulfill this function. If not, the church's janitor or the wedding hostess can be 

hired to do so; the fee for this person is $50. 
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G) The Wedding Hostess 

 
Every wedding at Immanuel needs to use Immanuel’s wedding hostess. The wedding hostess 

runs the wedding; from the wedding rehearsal, to making sure that the social hall floor is mopped 

after everyone has left. 

 

The charge for the wedding hostess here at Immanuel is $150.00+. It is sometimes a little more 

depending on the amount of work necessary for your particular circumstances. You need to meet 

with the wedding hostess as soon as you set a date. You will find her to be a great deal of help 

answering your questions and identifying questions that you need to ask. 

 

H) Choosing a Reception Hostess 

 
Someone needs to be in charge of the reception to direct/work with the caterer, the band or 

D.J., the photographer, the hungry guests, the cake, the janitor, and etc.  The bride and groom 

usually do not want to fulfill this task. 

 

You may have a friend or relative that is appropriate for this task and willing to do the work. If 

not, the wedding hostess can usually be hired to be the reception hostess. She can also then be 

the social hall chaperone if you need one.  The Reception Hostess from the congregation can be 

hired for $50. 

 

I) Choosing an Organist/Pianist 

 
The sanctuary has a pipe organ and a grand piano for use during the service. If you have a 

friend or relative that would like to provide music for the wedding, they are free to use these 

instruments. 

 

If you need to hire a musician, Immanuel's fine organist can be hired for $150.00+, depending on 

how much music is involved. 

 

Please note:  A pipe organ is not the same as other keyboard instruments. One needs to be well 

practiced on this instrument to do a good job for your wedding. 

 

J) Choosing a Florist 

 
Every florist is unique in their selection, in their prices, and in their services provided. Before 

you decide on a particular florist, talk to the wedding hostess.  She can provide you with insight 

into the issues that are important to you and your wedding. Notice below the questions that you 

need to ask your florist. 

 

Choose your florist early.  Most florists will not double book a weekend. If you are not the first 

couple to call, you will not be able to use the florist of your choice without changing your date. 
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Questions when choosing a florist: 

 

1) Are you available for the wedding date? 

2) Will you deliver to the church? 

3) Will you pick up the flower stands? 

4) Will you guarantee freshness? 

5) Do you guarantee satisfaction? 

 

Floral Worksheet 

 

Budgeted amount $      Altar Flowers 

         Aisle Runner 

Types of flowers       Unity Candles 

         Pew Decorations 

         Pillar Arrangements 

         Bride’s 

          Bridesmaids’ 

 Wedding colors        Men’s 

          Honored Guests’ 

          Tossing Bouquet 

 

K)   Choosing a Photographer 

 
Every photographer is unique in their selection, in their prices, and in their services provided. 

Before you decide on a particular photographer, talk to the wedding hostess.  She can provide 

you with insight into the issues that are important to you and your wedding. Notice below the 

questions that you need to ask your photographer. 

 

Choose your photographer early.  Most photographers will not double book a weekend. If you 

are not the first couple to call, you will not be able to use the photographer of your choice 

without changing your date. 

 

1) Are you available for the wedding date? 

2) Will you be at the reception? 

3) Do you allow others to take snap shots while you are working? 

4) Will you work within the restrictions of the church? 

5) Do you guarantee satisfaction? 

 

Before you go to visit a photographer, you will need to decide what type of photographs you 

want of your wedding. Make a list of people that you want in the photographs to give to the 

photographer. Some choose to have a friend take snapshots of everything, some choose to have a 

professional come and "create portraits", and every option in between. 

 

Talk to couples that you know about their photos and get their comments. Talk to the wedding 

hostess. Make as many decisions as you can before you go to talk to the photographer. 

 

Look at the examples of package deals that your photographer has and choose together, within 

your budget, which package you would like. 
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Photography Worksheet 

 

Budget amount       $    

How many pictures will be taken?         

Which package would you like?         

Pictures taken before or after the ceremony, or both.       

Will the photographer be at the reception?        

Will you have rights to the pictures taken or does the 

        the photographer maintain all rights to their use.                       _________________ 

 

L) Choosing a Caterer 

 
Every caterer is unique in their selection, in their prices, and in their services provided. Before 

you decide on a particular caterer, talk to the wedding hostess.  She can provide you with insight 

into the issues that are important to you and your wedding.  

 

Choose your caterer early.  Most caterers will not double book a weekend. If you are not the first 

couple to call, you will not be able to use the caterer of your choice without changing your date. 

 

The caterer is free to use the social hall’s kitchen and equipment if you are using the social hall 

for your reception/rehearsal dinner. Before going to speak to your caterer, decide on your budget 

for each meal. 

 

Budgeted amount    

 

 Rehearsal Dinner $    

 Reception  $    

 

Something you will need to decide together is if you want the meal to be served or if you want 

people to serve themselves (i.e. buffet style).   

 

Some questions that you may want to ask the caterer are: 

 

1) Are you available for the wedding date? 

2) Will you deliver to the church? 

3) Will you clean up after yourself? 

4) Will you serve the meal or will it be buffet-style? 

5) Do you guarantee satisfaction? 

6) Do you plan for any extra guests? 
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M) The Wedding Service 
 

1)  Outdoor Weddings 
 

A Christian's religious life is centered around worship in his/her church. 
 

He/She is baptized there and confirmed there. It is in the church that the Christian finds 

God, studies and learns about Him, and worships Him.  In the church his/her funeral 

service will be held. The church is a place set aside in the life of a Christian for services 

which include and invite God's presence. 
 

Outdoor weddings, by definition, create a degree of separation from Christ and His 

Church. The most appropriate place, therefore, for a Christian to be married, is in 

his/her church. 
 

Several other programmatic problems arise with an outdoor wedding: 
 

a) People are less likely to act reverently. Since they are not in a church, people will 

tend to act more casually than you may want them to.  It is also harder for people 

to sit quietly and patiently and focus on the wedding. 

b) The climate cannot be controlled.  The weather doesn't follow even a bride's 

directions. It is often too hot or too cold, or the sun is in people's eyes. If it doesn't 

rain, it can be windy or dusty.  

c) No one can hear. Without the aide of a quality P.A. system, it is difficult for the 

audience to hear anything that is said.  

d) The music is lacking. A massive P.A. system can make the music heard but it is 

normally taped music, not live, and canned music gives the ceremony a canned, 

plastic feel; 

e) It can be a great deal of extra work. The chairs and tables, for example, need to 

be rented and transported, set up and taken down. The extra work is a large favor 

to ask of the participants, friends, and/or family. 

f) Candles don't burn well. Between the wind and the temperature, candles won't 

stay lit. 
 

Should you choose an outdoor wedding, a sound system with a wireless lapel 

microphone must be made available for use.  An exception may be made by the pastor 

for smaller, more intimate weddings.   
 

2) Music 
 

A Lutheran marriage service is always a place where Christian music is appropriate 

and invited. The music needs to be chosen carefully. There is no place in a Christian 

service for music that draws us away from the love of God made manifest in Jesus and 

His love for the bride and groom. 
 

The decision as to whether a piece of secular music adds to, or detracts from, the 

central message of Christ's love is solely, and entirely, the pastor's. Speak to me 

before decisions are made about the music for your wedding. 

 

A typical Lutheran wedding service has one or two solos and prelude and Postlude music. 

The organist and the pastor will be very helpful with this. 
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3) Cameras and Videos 

 
It is very easy for the photographs and videos to take on a greater importance than the 

ceremony itself. Those who have been paid (sometimes a great deal) take a great deal of 

responsibility to get as much on film as is possible. Unfortunately, photographers can 

very easily detract us from our main purpose. 

 

Because of this, we have set some very clear restrictions on still and video photography: 

 

a) No flash photography during the ceremony with only one exception. From the 

moment the prelude starts, until the Postlude ends, no flash photography is 

allowed except a picture of the bride walking down the aisle to meet her groom; 

b) A video camera can be placed on a tri-pod (not hand-held) in the choir loft, in 

the doorway by the altar, or at the back of the church. A video camera being held 

by a videographer can only be held behind the congregation. 

c) The photographer may take non-flash pictures from behind the congregation 

during the ceremony (again, with the exception of getting a picture of the bride 

walking down the aisle and meeting the groom. 

d) One guest may sit in the front of the church with a small video camera if 

he/she does not stand up or in any other way draw attention to him/herself. 

 

We will recreate the entire service for the photographers’ benefit either before or after the 

service. When you visit with your photographers, make sure that you read the above to 

them so that there are no misunderstandings at the service. 

 

4) Flowers 

 
Flowers are a big part of what makes a wedding visually pleasing, but be careful! 

Flowers are very expensive and they are gone tomorrow.  They have no lasting value.  

Too many flowers can detract from, rather than enhance, the beauty of the bride and 

groom, the vows, and the ceremony.  Too many flowers can also, by default, be an 

ostentatious display of materialism rather than a symbol of beauty to augment the beauty 

of the love of God and of the couple and may trigger the unwanted effects of allergies. 

 

5) Other Pastors and Officiates 

 
Immanuel's policy on the use of her church includes the use of her pastor. To want to 

have your wedding at Immanuel is to want to have me as your pastor. 

 

If you have another Christian pastor that you would like to be part of the service, that 

usually can be worked out. Contact the other pastor and explain your wishes. The two 

pastors can usually work out the details. 

 

The exception to the above policy is that the pastors of St. Jude Roman Catholic Church, 

NewLife Community Church, Easton Presbyterian Church, and any NALC pastor may 

use our facilities as if they were their own. 
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6) Holy Communion 
 

It is sometimes asked if Holy Communion can be part of the wedding ceremony. 

The sacraments are a sign of Christ’s church and the church is the whole people of God 

and the people of God are the baptized.  Because wedding guests often include a wide 

variety of people from a wide variety of backgrounds (Christians and non-Christians, 

Christians from a variety of denominational backgrounds which have different practices 

when it comes to the sacraments) Holy Communion will not be offered for any wedding. 

 

The reason for not offering Communion is to uphold the integrity of the Sacrament as 

well as for hospitality’s sake.  Guests coming from different Christian traditions as well 

as those from other religious traditions and the non-religious often do not feel 

comfortable coming forward to receive the Sacrament.  We want your guests to feel as 

welcomed as possible here at Immanuel and we want to maintain the integrity of our faith 

practices. 

 

7) The Unity Candle 

 
The couple can rent, at most florists or party rental businesses, a unity candle.  This is 

usually a candelabra that holds only 3 candles. 

 

During the service the bride and groom each take one of the outside candles which are lit 

(The acolytes or family members can light these at the beginning of the service.) and light 

together the center candle.  The outside candles are then blown out. 

 

The symbolism of this is that the families bless the union and that the two lives become 

one life, this can be very moving. 

 

8) Candles 
 

The church has, for your use, two candle lighters and the two candles on the altar.  

 

9) The Vows 
 

The wedding vows are the most important part of the wedding ceremony.  In your 

vows you make public promises before God and your gusts to be a guide and stay for 

you in your marriage.  The strength of your marriage is and will be dependent upon 

the seriousness with which you take these vows and your commitment to them. 

 

These are the vows that you will be making to each other your wedding day:  
 

I (Name) take you (Name), to be my wife/husband from this day forward; 

to love and to cherish you, to share all my life with you. 

I promise to be a good and loving parent to your children. 

And I promise to be faithful to you, and to be your best friend, 

until death parts us. 

In the name of the Father and of Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

The bride and groom repeats these vows one section at a time to her/his bride/groom. 
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Some couples choose to write their own vows.  Should you write your own vows they 

would need to reflect a life-long commitment, they should include clear promises, and 

they should end with the Trinitarian Formula (In the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit). In addition to these three you may say what you want to say to your 

bride/groom at this very personal time.   

NOTE: Any personally written vows MUST be approved by the pastor a minimum 

of three weeks before the service. 

 

10) The Prayers 

 
Prayer is a large part of the Lutheran wedding service.  The service begins with an 

invocation through which the pastor asks God to be present with a short prayer. The 

service ends with the congregation praying together the Lord's Prayer followed by a 

benediction through which the pastor asks God to bless the couple. 

 

Near the end of the service, there is a longer prayer of praise to God for His wonderful 

gift of love and for all that he is to us and a prayer of blessing.  

 

Lord God, constant in mercy, great in faithfulness: With high praise we recall your 

acts of unfailing love for the human family, for the house of Israel, and for your 

people the Church.  We bless you for the joy your servants, (name of bride and 

groom) have found in each other, and pray that you give to us such a sense of your 

constant love that we may employ all our strength in a life of praise of you, whose 

work alone holds true and endures forever.  Amen 

 

Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down your grace upon (name of bride and groom) 

that they may fulfill the vows that they have made this day and reflect your steadfast 

love in their life-long faithfulness to each other. As members with them of the body 

of Christ, use us to support their life together; and from your great store of strength 

give them power and patience, affection and understanding, courage, and love toward 

you, toward each other, and toward the world, that they may continue together in 

mutual growth according to your will in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your people. Enrich husbands and 

wives, parents and children more and more with your grace, that strengthening and 

supporting each other, they may serve those in need and be a sign of the fulfillment of 

you perfect kingdom, where, with your son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you live 

and reign, one God through all ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

11) Scripture Readings 

 
The scripture lessons that are read at your wedding will determine the theme or mood of 

the service.  The sermon will be based on the lesson. The following scriptures are often 

chosen: Together, the bride and groom need to read them and discuss which one(s) you 

want in your wedding. If you don’t own a Bible, just ask me. We would be pleased to 

give you one. 
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Old Testament Lessons 

 

Genesis 1:26-31  Genesis 2:18-24 Song of Solomon 2:10-13 

Song of Solomon 8:7  Isaiah 63:7-9  Ecclesiastes 3 

Ecclesiastes 4:12  Ruth 1    

 

Psalms 

33 100 117 127 129 136 150 

 

New Testament Lessons 

 

Matthew 19:4-6  John 2:1-10  John 15:9-12 

Romans 12:1-2  1 Corinthians 13 Ephesians 5:21-33 

Philippians 4:4-7  Colossians 3:12-17 1 John 4:7-12 

 

I can be of help as you make this decision. It is also appropriate to include other 

scriptures that are personal favorites or which have special meaning for you or by which 

you wish to fashion your marriage.  

 

12) The Sermon 

 
The sermon at a wedding is usually 5-10 minutes long and will reflect the theme of the 

scriptures you have chosen.  

 

13) Your Attire 
 

Because your wedding is a Christian worship service, a certain measure of decorum must 

be maintained. At the service we are literally standing in the presence of God. Besides 

this, we are attempting to create a moment in time that is special and set apart from the 

every day occurrences of life. 

 

Semi-formal to formal attire is therefore appropriate. 

 

The wedding is a time to make statements about love and commitment, not to make 

political statements.  Buttons and ribbons showing support of various causes of any kind 

have no place at the wedding. 

 

Another issue concerning attire that should be considered (either the couple or the 

attendants) is the expense of either renting or purchase of clothes for the wedding.  Be 

considerate of the budgets of those people whom you are asking to be in your wedding.  

Being in a wedding should be a privilege that doesn’t add to the financial stress of a 

friend or relative.  When picking out bridesmaid dresses, consider a dress that the person 

might be able to wear for more than just your wedding but could be worn at other formal 

occasions as well.  

 

I will wear formal worship attire: an alb and stole for wedding at the church or a 

clerical shirt and suite coat for outdoor weddings. 
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14) Your Attendants 

 
The law requires that one adult witnesses the wedding ceremony. He/She will be required 

to sign the marriage certificate along with the bride, the groom, and the pastor. The 

witness(es) is usually the best man and/or the maid of honor, but they need not be if you 

do not have a best man or maid of honor or if one or the other is under age. 

 

When you are choosing the attendants (the groom's men, the bride's maids, the ring 

bearer, the flower carriers) please keep in mind the financial burden that you are placing 

on each of them. You may want to explore ways to keep the costs down for some or all of 

your attendants. 

 

I have done weddings with only two attendants and with as many as 10.  There is no right 

number or wrong number. It is up to you and your circumstances. 

 

15) Children in the Service 

 
If there are children that you would like to be involved in the service whether as ring 

bearers, flower carriers, ushers, or attendants, please keep the following in mind: 

 

a) Kids are cute and they will "steal the show". Attention will be drawn away from 

the bride and groom be redirected to the children. 

b)  You never know for sure how they’ll respond to the attention: some will become 

very shy and draw out the processional significantly while others will take the 

attention and really run with it causing a scene. 

c)  The younger the child is, the less likely they will be able to stand up front for the 

duration of the service.  Consider having a parent or grandparent take the child 

after they have processed in. 

d) Be mindful of the fact that their outfits cost just as much as an adult's. 

 

16) The Introduction 
 

After the vows, the blessing, and the pronouncement of marriage, it is customary for the 

now married couple to be introduced to the congregation by the pastor. 

It is customary for the bride to take the last name (a.k.a. the family name) of the groom; if 

this will not be the case for you, let the pastor know in advance so that you may be 

properly introduced. 
 

N)  Time, Date, and Day 
 

Before you set the date for your wedding, consider what and who must be available on that 

date. This list can include: 

 

The church   The pastor  The reception hall 

The photographer The florist  The caterer 

The soloist  The organist  The best man 

The maid of honor      God Parents/Baptismal Sponsors 

Special friends and relatives. 
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Check with those which are important to you before you set the date in stone. Buildings and 

professionals can be booked up for your date and it is not appropriate to force friends and 

relatives to cancel plans just because you didn't check with them before setting the date. 

 

Most weddings are held on Saturdays to be accommodating to the work schedules of the guests.  

Sunday after church is also used for this reason. Weekday evening weddings can be inconvenient 

for the guests but can work as well.  Weekday weddings may also provide opportunities for 

discounts from wedding vendors (DJs, photographers, reception sites, caterers, etc.) because it 

gives them the possibility to do multiple weddings that week. 

 

Due to Immanuel’s limited parking, weekday weddings will not be scheduled before 5 pm 

during the school year.  Parking at Washington Union High School (WUHS) is available for 

use on weekends.  Talk with the church secretary about arranging parking at WUHS at the time 

of booking your wedding.  If parking at WUHS has been secured, we recommend that you 

note the available parking arrangement in your wedding invitation. 

 

The time of your wedding and reception can send a message to your guests of which you 

should be aware. If your reception begins around, or extends through, a meal time the guests will 

reasonably assume that a full meal will be provided. If you are planning to not provide a meal at 

the reception, the guests should be made aware of this either by a note in the invitation or by 

having the reception at a non-meal time. 

 

Out of respect to your guests and all who are involved in your wedding (i.e. musicians, wedding 

coordinator, the pastor, photographer, etc.) the wedding rehearsal and wedding ceremony will 

begin promptly at the scheduled time.  If guests are flowing in at the scheduled time of the 

ceremony grace will be extended; but we make every effort to run on time. 

 

O) The Confidential Wedding License 

 
Several years ago the California legislature passed a law that would solve a very practical 

problem for a group of people living in California. This group needed a special wedding license 

to facilitate their wedding. They are those who had been living together for a long period of time 

and who wanted to get married without anyone (e.g.. their children, their neighbors, etc.) finding 

out that they hadn't been married all along. 

 

The law provides for a license that is not published in the paper. This works great in solving the 

problem of legalizing what was once called "Common Law" marriage.  

 

Many who do not fall in this category are choosing to get a Confidential Marriage License. This 

is problematic for several reasons: 

 

1)  One has to state on the application that you have been living together; 

2) There can be problems with government agencies finding out about your wedding (e.g. 

IRS, Social Security, and etc.); and, 

3) It is more expensive. 

 

It is not consistent with Christian values to lie on a legal document or to use a law contrary 

to its intent solely for one's convenience. 
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P) Videography 

 
Before you go to visit a videographer, you will need to decide if you want a video of your 

wedding and if so, who will take the video. Some choose to have a friend run the video(s), some 

choose to have a professional come. Another option is to have several cameras running and then 

take them into a professional to have them edited together. 

 

Before you decide, there are some restrictions that need to be mentioned. 

 

1) We do not allow videographers to walk around with the camera during the 

service. We are in attendance to watch the bride and the groom, not the camera 

operators. 

2) The video camera must be on a tripod either in the choir loft, peeking out of the 

door up by the altar or in the back of the sanctuary. 

3) Once the bride comes down the aisle, the video cameras will be stationary. 

4) A small video camera can be held by a friend or relative in the second or third 

row if the camera stays hidden, i.e. below chin level, and the operator does not 

stand up or turn around.  

5)  If the videographer would like to use wireless mics they must be tested out before 

the service to see that they don’t interfere with the wireless mics that will be used 

during the service.  

 

Videography Worksheet 

 

Budgeted amount      

Use a professional?      

Use a friend?  Who?      

Placement of cameras    Door by altar 

      Choir Loft 

      Back of congregation 

      Rehearsal 

      Reception 

 

Talk to couples that you know about their videos and get their comments. Talk to the wedding 

hostess. Make as many decisions as you can before you go to talk to the videographer. As with 

everything, it is very easy to overspend. 

 

Q) Counseling 
 

Premarital counseling is required for several reasons: 

 

1) It is effective. Many issues can be resolved much more easily prior to marriage 

than they can be after. 

2) The pastor uses the time to get to know the couple. Your wedding will begin a 

relationship between the pastor and church and you. The wedding will be much 

more personal the better the pastor knows the couple. 

3) The couple uses the time to get to know the pastor. Your ceremony will be 

more personal for you if you know the pastor well. 
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Several years ago the pastors of the Fresno Ministerial Association signed a covenant agreeing to 

require counseling before marrying a couple. At Immanuel you will need to meet with the pastor 

a minimum of 3 times, more if I feel it is necessary. During this time you will take a relationship 

inventory called "Prepare/Enrich" (It costs $35.00 to have it scored), get to know me, have me 

get to know you, plan your wedding ceremony, and discuss issues of concern about your 

relationship. 

 

R) Costs 

 
There is no charge at Immanuel for the use of her buildings or for her pastor. There are 

other charges that can/will occur however of which you should be aware: 

 

1) Wedding Hostess ....................................................................................... $150.00+ 

(See section "G   Choosing a Wedding Hostess".) 

2) Social Hall Chaperone ................................................................................. $50.00+ 

(See section "F    Choosing a Reception Hall".) 

3) Reception Hostess ........................................................................................ $50.00+ 

(See section "H    Choosing a Reception Hostess".) 

4) Prepare/Enrich.................................................................................................$35.00  

(see section " Q    Counseling".) 

5) Janitorial services ............................................................................. $15.00 per hour 

(See section "F    Choosing a Reception Hall".) 

6) Organist ...................................................................................................... $150.00+ 

(See section "I    Choosing an Organist/Pianist".) 

7) Baby Sitters ............................................................ $15.00 per hour per 4-5 children 

                                                                                            $20 minimum. 

 

Not all of these charges will apply to everyone and some can be combined. Read the appropriate 

section if you have any questions. If there is financial hardships please talk to the pastor or 

the wedding hostess. 
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S) Planning Check-Off List 
 
One Year Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Announce your engagement in church during the announcements. 

____  Plan an engagement party for your family. 

____  Attend bridal shows. 

____  Call the church office (237-7909) and make an appointment with the pastor. 

____  Get together with both sets of parents (if appropriate) and informally discuss wedding 

plans in general. 

____  Set a date. Make sure people who you want to be there can be: 

 The pastor  

 Grandparents/parents/relatives 

 Attendants  

____  Send out your “Save The Date” cards. 

____  Call the organist/accompanist check the date. 

____  Call the photographer and check the date. 

____  Determine a budget. See Enclosed budget form (W) 

____  Determine who will be paying for what. 

____  Decide who will be the attendants and ask them. 

____  Begin looking at different providers. 

____  Go wedding ring shopping. 

____  Start your guest list. 

____  Reserve the reception site. 

____  Start looking at wedding dresses. 

____  Start looking at attendants’ dresses. 

 

Six Months before Your Wedding 

 

____  Reserve/confirm the providers (caterers, photographer, musicians, etc.). 

____  Buy/Order your wedding dress. 

____  Buy/Order your attendants’ dresses. 

____  Start planning your reception music. 

____  Create your wedding gift registry/registries 

 

Five Months before Your Wedding 

 

____  Discuss honeymoon plans with your fiancée’, and send for travel information. 

____  Check samples of invitations, announcements, and enclosure cards. 

____  Begin shopping for your wedding cake. 

____  Get necessary travel documents (passport, birth certificate). 

 

 
 



 
 

 Page 19 

 

Four Months Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Select and order you wedding stationery (invitations, announcements, enclosures, 

scrolls, napkins, service bulletins, and thank-you notes). 

____  Draw maps with directions to the ceremony and reception site for out-of-town guests. 

____  Make an appointment with the caterer or banquet manager to discuss your reception 

menu. 

 ___        Block off rooms at a hotel for out-of-town guests. 

____  Make an appointment with the wedding hostess for your first meeting for this month. 

____  Make an appointment with the pastor for your second meeting. 

____  Arrange for soloist/music/accompanist. 

 

Three Months Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Decide on honeymoon destination and call for reservations. 

____  Begin shopping for your going-away outfit and honeymoon clothes. 

____  Finalize your guest list, check for duplicates and correct spelling and addresses. 

____  Review musical selections for the reception with the person providing the music. 

____  Arrange for an engagement picture for the newspaper. 

____  Make an appointment with the florist to discuss the floral budget and make decisions. 

____  Make an appointment with your doctor/gynecologist for a complete physical. 

____  Begin addressing the inner and outer invitation envelopes. 

____  Complete honeymoon plans (air tickets, cruise tickets, hotel reservations, etc.). 

  ___       Mail out your invitations. 

 

Two Months Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Order the wedding cake and groom’s cake. 

____  If you are going to go abroad have the inoculations, blood tests, physical examinations 

necessary. 

____  Order the men’s formal wear. 

 

Seven Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Meet with the caterer to firm up reception details (exact number of expected guests, 

table locations, etc.). 

____  Consult a party rental store if equipment is needed at the reception. 

____  Schedule an appointment with the wedding hostess for two weeks before the wedding. 

____  Make an appointment for during the Third Week Before Your Wedding with your 

photographer for the formal bridal portrait. 

____  Make appointments with hair stylist/makeup artist/manicurist to try out makeup and 

hair styles for your wedding day. 
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Six Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Meet with the organist to discuss the service music. 

____  Plan the rehearsal dinner. 

____  Have the males go to the formal wear rental store and get fitted. 

____  Give the wedding bulletins to the church secretary complete with information for the 

inside of the bulletin. 

____  Order/make/finish the wedding favors. 

 

Five Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Buy/make the thank-you gifts for the members of the wedding party. 

____  Send out-of-town attendants their dresses for final fitting and alterations. 

____  Meet the florist and final order your flowers. Take samples of fabric and pictures of 

yours and your attendants’ gowns. 

____  Purchase/Borrow garter, guest book, pen, cake knife, and toasting glasses. 

 

Four Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Prepare the wedding announcement for the local newspaper. 

____  Finalize all arrangements for the rehearsal dinner (food, table set up, clean up). 

____  Finalize all arrangements for the reception. 

____  Check with attendants regarding their accessories. 

____  Wrap attendants’ gifts and have them ready -- with card -- to present. 

____  Make an appointment for the final fitting of your gown. 

____  Create a list of “Who is coming” and “Who is not”. 

____  Begin addressing announcement envelopes. 

____  Select wedding gifts for each other. 

____  Arrange for transportation of the wedding party to the wedding and reception if they 

will not be transporting themselves.  

____  Make a seating plan for the rehearsal dinner and reception. 

____  Make a seating plan for the wedding service. 

____  Write place cards for the reception. 

____  Contact the movers if you are moving. 

 

Three Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Make another appointment for another final fitting, if necessary. 

____  Send a note to all those who need to be at the rehearsal and advise them of the 

time/place/date. 

____  Have your formal portrait taken. 

____  Check on the final arrangements of the honeymoon. 

____  Record gifts and send thank-you notes ASAP. 

____  Get the marriage license. 

____  Confirm the transportation to ceremony, reception, and wedding-night lodging. 

____  Hire a house and/or pet sitter for your honeymoon. 

____  Pick up tickets and confirm reservations for your honeymoon. 

 ___        If you are writing your own vows, have them approved by the pastor. 
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Two Weeks Before Your Wedding 
 
____  Finalize Hotel arrangements for out-of-town guests. 

____  Plan a “Welcome” package for out-of-town guests. 

____  Send your photograph and wedding announcement to the newspaper. 

____  Check on accessories for the groom and male attendants. 

____  Give addressed and stamped announcements to someone who will mail them the day 

after the wedding. 

____  Make out the checks for the organist, the wedding hostess, the janitor, the soloist, and 

anyone who needs to paid.  

____  Follow up on guests who have not returned their response card. You must have an 

accurate count for the caterer. 

____  Meet with the wedding hostess. Bring the checks and your “Worksheet For Your 

Meeting With The Wedding Hostess” (page 23 -25). 

____  Put together a box of snacks (crackers, cheese, water, etc.) for the wedding party on the 

wedding day. 

____  Double-check all service providers: florist, photographer, caterer, etc. and confirm the 

date and the time that they are expected to arrive. 

 ___        Give to the pastor the scripture readings for your wedding. 

 

One Week Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Eat right and get plenty of rest this week!!! 

____  Give the caterer a guaranteed count for the reception. 

____  Pay balances due on services required before the wedding. 

____  Host the bridesmaids’ luncheon. 

____  Remind everyone of the date and time of the rehearsal. 

____  Go to your manicurist. 

____  Pack for the honeymoon. 

____  Spend some quiet time with your family. 

____  Have “something old, new, borrowed, and blue” ready. 

____  Pick up your wedding license from the county clerk’s office and hand deliver it to the 

pastor.  

 

Two Days Before Your Wedding 
 

____  Check the weather forecast for you wedding day in Fresno and at the sight of your 

honeymoon and make any necessary adjustments. 

____  Lay out everything you need to dress on the wedding day in one place at your home. 

____  Put gas in the car. 
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One Day Before Your Wedding 
 
____  If you are leaving for your honeymoon from the reception, place your luggage in the 

car you will be driving. 

 ___        Pick up suite/tuxedo rentals. 

____  Go over this check list and notice that you have done everything that you need to do. So 

RELAX!! -- take a hot bath, go shopping, get into a hot tub, go to lunch with a friend, 

etc. 

____  Go to bed early, you have a full day tomorrow.  NO EXCESSIVE PARTYING!! 

Insobriety and/or a hangover will result in the postponement and/or cancellation 

of the wedding ceremony. 

 

The Day of Your Wedding 
 
____  Eat a large breakfast; be easy on the caffeine. 

____  Go to your hair appointment. 

____  Go to your makeup appointment. 

____  Get to the church on time. 

____  Bring box of snacks to the church. 

  Let the wedding hostess and the pastor do their jobs. Your job is to look beautiful. 

Their job is to run the wedding and handle the details. They have done it hundreds of 

time. Trust them. 
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T) Worksheet For Your Meeting With The Wedding Hostess                                           

Bride:        Groom:         

Address:      Address:                                                 

Home phone      Home phone:                                              

Work phone      Work phone:        

Wed date:      Time:       Arrival time:    

Rehearsal:      Time:       

Next apt:      Time:                          

Appointments with pastor scheduled:    Second pastor:      

Guests #:        Colors:       

Grooms #:        Brides #:        

Sit equal?            

 

RECEPTION: 
LOCATION and time:                                            Hostess Sheet:       

IF USING IMMANUEL SOCIAL HALL: 

Decoration date and time:            

Date set up/down tables & chairs:        

Chaperon if non member:          

Clean up responsibility:                                                                                   

 

PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Name:                                                      Phone #:    Rules:     

At Rehearsal:   ______ Wed arrival time:   Group before:    No bride before:                

Photos before: ______  Women start:           Men start:       _______   Family:                 

Photos after:               

 

VIDEO OPERATOR: 
Name:                                                      Phone #:                                 Rules:    

 

FLORIST: 
Name:                                                      Phone #:                        Deliver time:               

 

CATERER: 
Name:                                                      Phone #:                          Arrive:     

 

GUEST BOOK:     GIFT RECEIVER: 

Name:                                                      Name:        

 

USHERS IN ADDITION TO GROOMSMEN: 

                                                                                                                                        

 

MUSICIANS/SOLOISTS 

ORGANIST/PIANIST:                                          Phone #: _____________  Confirmed    

Name:   _________________   Phone #:  ________________   Instrument:      

Name:   _________________   Phone #:  ________________   Instrument:      

Name:   _________________   Phone #:  ________________   Instrument:      
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 SERVICE PROVIDER ARRANGEMENTS 

 

FLOWERS 

On altar:  ___ On pews:  _____    Baskets/pedestals   _____  Piano:  ____    Unity holder:  

_____ 

Corsages and Boutonnieres:  Have florist clearly label for wedding party, parents, special guests. 

Pick up/delivery time/arrangements:          

 

CANDLES:  (Dripless.  Floor covering.  Second set optional) 

Rented candelabra: _____      Unity candelabra/pedestal:      

Pick up time/ arrangements:            

 

UNITY CANDLE: 
Lit by:  ___________________  Music:  _____________________________________________      

Sung by: __________________  Played by:          

 

How lit:   Candles in pews  ____        Take side candles _______   

Lit from:  Altar ____   Christ Candle  _____ 

 

RESERVED SEATING: 

Bride's side # of pews:    ______    Groom's Side # of pews:  ______    Chart to bride:  _______                     

Bride to return chart by: ______    Inform relatives of reserved seats. 

 

If young attendants special seating: 

Flower girl   (age:      )  parent:  ______________________    Pew #:    ____________                               

Flower girl   (age:      )  parent:  ______________________    Pew #:    ____________                               

Ring bearer  (age:      )  parent:  ______________________    Pew #:    ____________                               

Ring bearer  (age:      )  parent:  ______________________    Pew #:    ____________                               

 

MISC QUESTIONS: 

1. Groomsmen:  Usher bridesmaids  ____  Enter with groom:  _____Act as ushers:    

2. Bride and groom to see each other before:      Private time before:      

3. Excusing congregation:   

  Special escorting out:  ____  Pews by bride/Groom _____ Ushers  _____ 

4. Wedding party to:  Library  _______   Receiving line:  ___________ 

5. If receiving line, members are:           

6 Arrange to collect all personal items from church, library, social hall, bathrooms. 

7. Snacks and drinks acceptable in library/social hall for before service. 

 Note: Immanuel is an Alcohol-free campus.  

8. Lights dimmed? ____ 

9. Will the groom be ushering in his parents?  ____ 

 

FEES:  Fees for any services are to be paid at the next meeting with the wedding hostess on:   

Wedding hostess:  $150.00 Organist:  $150.00 Tables/Chairs: $20.00 for up and down 

Janitorial: $50.00  Chaperon: $50.00  

Babysitters:  $20 base fee plus $15.00/hr. after the first hour (per 4-5 children) 
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WEDDING SERVICE 

 

PRELUDE MUSIC:  1/2 hour before wedding.  Provided by:       

 

SEATING OF SPECIAL GUESTS/ PARENTS: Number of couples/singles escorted:       

Music:         Played by:       Sung by:     

Music:         Played by:       Sung by:     

 

     NAME   PEW # ESCORTED BY: 

  

Groom's grandparents:             

Bride's grandparents:              

Groom's grandparents:             

Bride's grandparents:              

Groom's stepparents:              

Bride's stepparents:              

Groom's parents:              

Bride's mother:              

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES: 

Lit by:  ___________________________  (    )         _____________________________  (   ) 

Music:  ______________________  Played by:  ___________________  Sung by:    

PROCESSION OF WEDDING PARTY: 

Music:  _____________________    Played by:  ___________________  Sung by:    

First in:      Farthest from groom:  

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Bridesmaid:         Groomsman:        

Maid Honor:          Best  man:         

Maid Honor:         Best  man:         

Ringbearer:    _______________________________  

Flower Girl(s):  ______________________________  

 

ENTRANCE OF BRIDE  Escorted by:          

Music:  ______________________ Played by:  ___________________  Sung by:    

 

RECESSIONAL: 

Music:                Played by:         

Sung by:       

 

EXIT TO:      Library: _______ Receiving line:  _____________ 

CANDLELIGHTERS 

Usher special guests:  _______ Pews excused by:  ____________ 
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Bride’s Side Reserved Seating Chart 

Outside Center 

Isle Isle 

Row #1

Row #2

Row #3

Row #4

Row #5

 
 

Groom’s Side Reserved Seating Chart 

Center Outside 

Isle Isle 

Row #1

Row #2

Row #3

Row #4

Row #5
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U) Worksheet for Your First Visit With the Pastor 
 

Bride   Groom    

Address    Address    

                   

Work phone #   Work phone #   

Home phone #   Home phone #   

Previous Church Membership   Previous Church Membership   

 

Date of Wedding   Time of Wedding   

Date of Rehearsal   Time of Rehearsal   

 

Maid of Honor   Best Man    

Address    Address    

                   

 

We (_____  will, _____ will not) be using the Social Hall. 
 

  will be the Organist. 

 

We will have  _____ Solos/Duets. 
 

(Song)   (Sung by)   

    

(Song)   (Sung by)   

    

(Song)   (Sung by)   

    

(Song)   (Sung by)   

    

There (_____ will, _____ will not) be another pastor involved. 

Name   

Address   

  

Telephone   

 

We (_____ will, _____ will not) be using a unity candle. 

 

  will be giving the bride away.  

 

We would like to use the (_____ traditional, _____ self-written) vows. 
 

We would like the following scripture used: 

    

    

    
 

Other comments and/or special concerns we have about our wedding: 
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V)        Time Table 

 
Let me begin this section by answering a very common question that we get over the phone, "Do 

you do quickie weddings?"  Sometimes the wording is changed to something like, "Can the 

pastor marry us in three weeks (or this Friday, etc.)?"  The answer is No! 

 

It takes a minimum of three months to prepare properly for a Christian wedding.  A year is 

better.  The more time that you have to prepare, the better prepared we will be. 

 

Call the pastor as soon as you know that you are going to get married!  Together we can 

work out a time schedule and set dates that will work best for you. 
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W) Wedding Budget Worksheet 
 

Item Budget Actual 
 

Ring 

 Engagement ring $_________________ $_________________ 

 Bride’s wedding ring $_________________ $_________________ 

Groom’s wedding ring $_________________ $_________________ 

Other $_________________ $_________________ 

Wedding Hostess $_________________ $_________________ 

Organist $_________________ $_________________ 

Soloist $_________________ $_________________ 

Musicians $_________________ $_________________ 

Reception  

 Hall $_________________ $_________________ 

 Caterer $_________________ $_________________ 

 Rentals $_________________ $_________________ 

 Napkins $_________________ $_________________ 

 Favors $_________________ $_________________ 

 Cake Knife $_________________ $_________________  

Bride’s Clothing 

 Gown $_________________ $_________________ 

 Headpiece/Vail $_________________ $_________________ 

 Shoes $_________________ $_________________ 

 Gloves $_________________ $_________________ 

 Hose $_________________ $_________________ 

 Jewelry $_________________ $_________________ 

 Garter $_________________ $_________________ 

 Lingerie $_________________ $_________________ 

 Honeymoon Outfit $_________________ $_________________ 

 Hair Dresser $_________________ $_________________ 

 Manicurist $_________________ $_________________ 

 Make-up Artist $_________________ $_________________  

Photography  

 Engagement photo $_________________ $_________________ 

 Wedding Portrait $_________________ $_________________ 

 Wedding Photographs $_________________ $_________________ 

 Wedding Albums $_________________ $_________________ 

 Disposable Cameras  $_________________ $_________________ 

 Video $_________________ $_________________  

Flowers 

 Ceremony Flowers 

  Bridesmaids’ $_________________ $_________________ 

  Groomsmen’s  $_________________ $_________________ 

  Altar $_________________ $_________________  Free Standing $  $   Unity Candle $  $  

  Corsages $_________________ $_________________ 

  Boutonnieres $_________________ $_________________  Bride’s $  $  

 Reception Flowers $_________________ $_________________ 
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Wedding Stationery 

 Invitations  $_________________ $_________________ 

 Announcements $_________________ $_________________ 

 Reception Cards $_________________ $_________________ 

 Response Cards $_________________ $_________________ 

 Thank-you Notes $_________________ $_________________ 

 Maps $_________________ $_________________  

Wedding Cake $_________________ $_________________ 

Attendant’s Gifts $_________________ $_________________ 

Groom’s Clothing 

 Tuxedo/Suit $_________________ $_________________ 

 Shirt $_________________ $_________________ 

 Tie $_________________ $_________________  

 Vest $_________________ $_________________  

 Shoes $_________________ $_________________  

 Accessories $_________________ $_________________ 

 Honeymoon Outfit $_________________ $_________________ 

Gifts  

 Attendants $_________________ $_________________ 

 To Each Other $_________________ $_________________ 

 Parent’s  $_________________ $_________________  

Transportation  

 Limousines $_________________ $_________________ 

Rehearsal Dinner $_________________ $_________________ 

 Food $_________________ $_________________ 

 Beverage $_________________ $_________________ 

 Room Rental $_________________ $_________________ 

 Flowers/Decorations $_________________ $_________________ 

Honeymoon 

 Hotel $_________________ $_________________ 

 Transportation $_________________ $_________________ 

 Tours $_________________ $_________________ 

 Meals $_________________ $_________________ 

 Passports $_________________ $_________________ 

 Traveler’s Checks $_________________ $_________________ 

 Other $_________________ $_________________ 

Marriage License  $_________________ $_________________  

Postage $_________________ $_________________  

Gratuities $_________________ $_________________ 

TOTAL $_________________ $_________________ 
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X)  Who Pays for What? 

 
Who pays for what often becomes an issue of anger and resentment between family members. 

At the center of the conflict is always the fact that the couple is making financial decisions that 

they are expecting others to cover.  

 

Let me give you some examples of what has happened in hopes that you will be sensitive to the 

issues and that there will be no tension around finances at you wedding. 

 

Mary wanted her wedding pictures to be stunning so she asked 12 women to be bridesmaids and 

decided on a vibrant pink satin cloth for their dresses. The dresses had very puffy sleeves and 

were wasted with full skirts. The men were in jet black tuxes. To be quite honest, she succeeded. 

The effect was stunning. What also happened was that 12 young women had to spend over 

$400.00 on a dress that they will never wear again, and 12 men had to spend over $150.00. Many 

of these attendants were not very close to the couple and when they discovered the costs of 

accepting the honor of being in the wedding they were unable/unwilling to cough up the cost. 

Friendships were lost. Family members are still not talking to each other. 

 

Joseph wanted to have wine on the tables at the reception. His father and mother (who were 

paying for the event) did not. Many of the parents’ relatives and friends had had their lives 

ruined by alcohol. His parents were staunch non-drinkers. They were putting out thousands of 

dollars and expected to have some say over what their money would be spent on. Hard feelings 

lasted for months when, at the reception, there was wine on the tables paid for by the parents of 

the bride. 

 

There are no rules! Set a budget. Stay in that budget. If you expect someone other than 

yourself to pay for something, go to them and ask them if they are willing to pay for it and how 

much are they willing to spend. 

 
There are no rules! No one is obligated to pay for your wedding but you!!!!!!!, so be clear up 

front and before you order anything talk to the person paying for it. 
 

There are though, as you know, traditions that define who is to pay for what: When the bride 

and the groom are not living together before the wedding; and, When it is the first 

marriage; and, when everyone is willing and able to afford the expense.  I hesitate to list 

them for fear that they will be used as a club by the bride and groom in order to get someone else 

to pay. If you promise not to do that, you may read on. 

The Bride and Her Family 

___ Wedding Dress/Head Piece/Accessories ___ Wedding Hostess 

___ Reception Site Rental  ___ Reception Food/Drink 

___ Flowers for the Ceremony  ___ Flowers for the Reception 

___ Groom’s Ring  ___ Invitations/Announcements/Enclosures 

___ Gift for Groom  ___ Gifts for Bridesmaids 

___ Photographer  ___ Videographer 

___ Musicians  ___ Wedding Cake 

___ Transportation From Ceremony to Reception ___ Bride’s Physical 

___ Accommodations for out-of-town Attendants ___ Personal Stationary 
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The Groom and His Family 

___ Bride’s Rings  ___ Gift for Bride 

___ Rental of His Formal Wear  ___ Marriage License 

___ Honorarium to Pastor  ___ Boutonnieres for Men 

___ Bride’s Bouquet  ___ Corsages for Mothers/Grandmothers 

___ Rehearsal Dinner  ___ Groom’s Physical 

___ Accommodations for out-of-town Attendants ___ Honeymoon Expenses 

 __   Gifts for the groomsmen 

The Wedding Party 

___ Their Wedding Attire  ___ Their Own Accessories 

___ Gift for Bride/Groom   


